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You are the M AN !  Only PEARL for me from

now on!  I o�er my most sincere thanks that you
do what you do!

Grayson T.

From a P EARL customer who bought 
C RYO V ALVE Tung-Sol JTL5687WAs:

I really love the 5687's! Absolutely stunning!
one of my buddies has a nearly identical pair (same
make, model, date code, and very similar test
data), but that are not C RYO V ALVES and I did a
blind listening comparison. My wife switched the
tube sets out several times, and sometimes she
didn’t switch them but said she had, to be sure I
wouldn't know which set was in the amplifier. 

It’s a night-and-day di�erence! The C RYO V ALVES

are far superior!  Better resolution, quieter back-
ground, much better dynamics, �atter frequency
response and better extension on both ends of the
scale! The low end is very tight, controlled, and
articulate in particular.

I am convinced, and my friends are now as
well. I cannot imagine ever using a non-C RYO V ALVE

tube again! It is a genuinely great process you have
developed.

Thanks also for the advice not to use any of the
contact conditioners!  Bare metal is the way I am
doing it, per your advice. It's amazing how much
some people will pay for those concoctions. I think
Walker Audio has one now that sells for $US175.00
for a small quantity! 

No thanks! I'd rather spend that money on the
very best tubes on Earth. .… C RYO V ALVES ! 

From a P EARL customer who bought 
C RYO V ALVE Telefunken ECC88s:

Dear Mr. Perkins:
Here are my �rst impressions of the Tele

E88CC. I received the tubes and coolers in excel-
lent condition. The packaging was first class. Just a
note on the tubes packaging. The serial numbers of
the tubes and boxes were mixed-up. I presume that
it's a mistake that was made when the tubes were
put into the boxes. No problem.

So far I only seriously listened for 6 hours.
Before I proceeded with the first listening session, I
“�exed” the system with a burn-in CD in repeat
mode for 36 hours. This CD has 11 tracks with fre-
quency tones and white noise. How long does it
take for the tubes to be fully broken-in?

The thing I immediately noticed is the ease
with which the music �ows. With the Mullards
CV2492 and the Siemens E88CC I had very good
good sound but now I hear music. The Tele’s are

singing. The tonalities are more rich and I can hear
a little bit more inner details and subtle inflexions.
On good recordings the guitars are sounding as if
they were in the room, with rich but still lively
tones. As always when I make a significant change
in the system I use the same musical cuts to evalu-
ate and compare. Some music passsages that have
always been a bit harsh and with some glare are
now totally musical and relaxing to listen to.

Compared to my previous tubes, Mullard
CV2492s and Siemens E88CCs, the soundstage
seems larger but the image is not as holographic as
with the Mullards. The bass, although not shy, does-
n't go quite as deep (specifically the Siemens) and
doesn't have the slam of the other tubes. I first lis-
tened to the tubes with the coolers in place and I felt
that I was missing some dynamic. Later I removed
the coolers and I installed the Herbies Audio Lab
Tube Dampers instead. The dynamic then improved
a little and I could hear more decay at the end of the
notes. This is specifically noticeable with piano. So
far I preferred the overall impression with the
dampers than the coolers. I didn't listen to the tubes
as is yet, i.e. without the coolers or dampers.

[The comments above relate to an older version
of P EARL Tube Coolers. 2010 production has resolved
the subtle problems some users were experiencing.]

The pins on the tubes were perfectly straight
and shiny. However when I inserted the tubes in
the socket I could feel some loose around the pins
no. 1 & 9. Would you recommend to very slightly
bend the pins to “force’ a better contact with the
socket? I know that the best solution would be to
replace the stock ones with your own Iso-socket s
and I'm thinking of it.  

Next week a friend of mine is coming home to
listen to the Tele’-s. We have the same amplifier (DK
Design VS1 MKII) and speakers (Newform Research
R645 with cabinet and crossover modified). He now
uses the Siemens E88CC and wants to purchase
another pair of tubes. Either the same Siemens or
the Tele’ if he prefers the latter. We'll see …

In summary I'm very satis�ed with the
Telefunkens. They sound as you described them to
me before I place the order. They sound “Musical,”
rich and and more relaxing than my other tubes. On
some recordings the voices were very up front, on the
verge of being annoying. Now the voices stepped back
a little rendering the overall presentation more bal-
anced. To the expense of a flatter image? I can't tell at
this moment. With a little deeper bass and a bit more
slam these tube would be perfect. But I won't go back
to my previous tubes. The Tele’-s are to keep.
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Thank you very much,

Michel B.
Montreal

From a P EARL customer who had treated 40pcs.
of  BEL India (Mullard/Phillips) E188CC/7308s:

Hi Bill:
So, what do I think? Well, I'm used to what

cryo-treating can do for tubes, having rolled
through quite a few new and NOS types/manufac-
tures of 6922s, “frozen” and not; so it's no surprise
- clearer detail, airier, quieter background, more
“tactile” imaging...BUT even having tried some of
these BEL India (Mullard/Phillips) E188CC/7308s
"unfrozen" and recognized their quality, I was still
not prepared for what your "treatments" have done.

Mullards —CV2492s, straight E88CCs —have
always been my favourites, with my Acoustat (now
“hot-rodded” 1+1s with twin HSU subs and JAS
super-tweeters) speakers and Audio Research tube
preamps and solid state amps. I had always wanted
to try the Mullard CV4108s (mil itary grade
E188CCs), but they are very rare and expensive
from Mullard Mitcham production —these India
Mullard/Phillips plant manufactured tubes were a
deal and a half. 

And now …

My system sounds as if it’s being driven with
300B SETs, and 300Bs don’t work with Acoustats
(so it's clear what my tastes are; this is a sound I
have been striving for, with the wrong speakers —
addicted for 25 years —and electronics , but there
had to be a way!) Of course, I don't have a huge
room and the Acoustats give a life-sized stage any-
way, but it's the suddenly magnified depth, breadth
and solidity that surprised me. This is the biggest
soundstage with the most gloriously layered imag-
ing, depth, warmth and extended frequency range
I've had in my house. I use the tubes in an Audio
Research Reference One preamp now driving an
Audio Research 300.2 solid state “class T” amp. 

Am I pleased? I couldn't be happier …

Thanks too, for the Excel data sheet on the
entire group; the test regime you applied is about
as thorough as it could be. I couldn't imagine any-
thing more complete, but that's no real endorse-
ment coming from me —dogs have trouble under-
standing anything about cooking, except the taste... 

The proof is that it was no trouble for me to
predict correctly from the data which parts would
be the best. 

Thanks again, Bill.

Regards,
Gerry, Calgary
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